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(54) Manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder, precursory anisotropic magnet 
powder and bonded magnet 



(57) This Invention aims to provide a manufacturing 
method of an anisotropic magnet powder from which a 
bonded magnet with an improved loss of magnetization 
due to structural changes can be achieved. This is 
achieved by employing a low-temperature hydrogena- 
tion process, high-temperature hydrogenation process 
and the first evacuation process to an RFeB material (R: 
rare earth element) to manufacture a hydride powder 
(RFeBHx); the obtained RFeBHx powder (the precurso- 



ry anisotropic magnet powder) is subsequently blended 
with a diffusion powder composed of hydride of dyspro- 
sium or the li'ke and a diffusion heat-treatment process 
and a dehydrogenation process are employed. Through 
this series of processes, an anisotropic magnet powder 
with a great coercivity and a great degree of anisotropy 
can be achieved. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[An technical field affiliated with the invention] 

[0001] The presetn invention concerns the manufacturing methods of an anisotropic magnet powder, the precursory 
anisotropic magnet powder and its manufacturing method, as well as a bonded magnet made from this powder 

[The conventional technique] 

[0002] Magnets are widely used in many ofthe machines in our surroundings, including various types of motors. 
There is a need for a stronger permanent magnet in order to reduce the weight, thickness and length of and the increase 
efficiency of these machines. A rare earth element magnet (RFeB magnet) mainly composed of Nd 2 Fe 14 B has been 
attracting much attention as a candidate for such a permanent magnet, and its range of applications has been expanding 
greatly. For example, it is being considered as a motor magnet in various types of machines in the automobile engine 
room. Here it is desired that the magnet have a high heat resistance because the temperature inside the engine room 
exceeds 100 °C. 

[0003] However, the precursory anisotropic magnet powder (RFeB magnetic powder) has large temperature depend- 
ence (temperature coefficient), which causes a poor heat-resistance. The coercivity decreases rapidly at the high range 
of temperatures. It has been difficult to readily improve the temperature dependency so far. A remedy for this may be 
the use of an anisotropic magnet powder which originally has a very large coercive force (iHc), so that the magnet may 
keep a large enough coercive force even at the high range of temperatures. Such an anisotropic magnet powder and 
its manufacturing methods have been disclosed in Japanese laid-open patent numbers 9-165601 and 2000-96102. 
[0004] Concretely, in Japanese laid-open patent number 9-1 65601 , a manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet 
powder by HDDR (hydrogenation - decomposition - desorption - recombination) method has been shown using an 
ingot to which a minute amount of Dy was added to the molten RfeB alloy, resulting in an average crystal radius ranging 
from 0.05-1 um. 

[0005] However, when the inventors actually tried to manufacture this anisotropic magnet powder, a stable coercivity 
could not be achieved due to the limited amount of Dy additive and the method was also difficult to mass-produce. In 
addition, the coercivity ofthe anisotropic magnet powder produced by this method was at most 16 kOe (1272 kA/m). 
[0006] In general, a desirable anisotropic magnet powder should have large values for both coercivity (iHC) and 
degree of anisotropy (Br/Bs), where (Br) is the residual magnetic flux density and (Bs) is the saturation magnetic flux 
density. However, while the addition of Dy is efficient for improving the coercivity, it will also reduce the rate of HDDR 
reaction causing a decline in the degree of anisotropy. For these reasons, until now, these values have not been 
optimized at the same time. 

[0007] In Japanese laid-open patent number 2000-961 02, another manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet 
powder is described in which and a Dy alloy powder is mixed with an already produced anisotropic magnet powder, 
and this mixture is heat treated under a vacuum or inactive gas atmosphere so that the anisotropic magnet powder 
receives a thin coating of Dy on its surface. In this way, an appropriate amount of Dy can be coated on the powder 
surface, increasing the coercivity to as high as 18 kOe (1432 kA/m) and maintaining a high degree of anisotropy. 
[0008] However, because the starting material in this method is an anisotropic magnet powder such as Nd 2 Fe 14 B, 
the control of oxidization is difficult while Dy coating, there is substantial variation in the end powder's performance 
and quality. Thus a magnet made from this anisotropic magnet powder an uncontrollable loss of magnetization due to 
structure change, as will be discussed later, and a permanent magnet with stable heat-resistance could not be obtained. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

TA problem to solve in the invention] 

[0009] The invention is proposed in light of the circumstances stated above, and intends to provide a manufacturing 
method of an anisotropic magnet powder by which a magnet with an improved coercivity and loss of magnetization 
due to structure change can be obtained with a high productivity and a constant quality. 

[0010] The invention is also intended to provide a suitable precursory anisotropic magnet powder and to provide its 
manufacturing method, as well as to provide a bonded magnet with a high degree of permanent demagnetization. 
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[A means to resolve the problem] 
[0011] 

5 (1 ) The i nventors devoted themselves to the resolution of the problem , making a systematic study on it with repeated 

trial and error, and finally found out that oxidalion is inhibited if diffusion heat-treatment is carried out after blending 
a RFeB hydride powder material with R1 element diffusion powder containing Dy, while the process results in an 
anisotropic magnet powder in which Dy is uniformly diffused on the surface of and inside the powder That is how 
the inventors came to develop the present invention of a manufacturing method of anisotropic magnet powder. 

10 

[0012] The manufacturing method of the present invention comprises the following processes; 

A blending process of RFeB hydride (RFeBHx) powder, which is mainly composed of rare earth elements including 
yttrium (Y) (hereafter referred to as 41 R"), boron (B) and iron (Fe), with diffusion powder, which is composed of a 
15 simple substance, an alloy, a compound or a hydride of one or more elements in an elemental group which includes 

dysprosium (Dy), terbium (Tb), neodymium (Nd) and praseodymium (Pr) [hereafter referred to as "R1 elements"]; 
a diffusion heat-treatment process in which R1 elements are diffused uniformly on the surface and the inside of 
the RFeBHx powder; and 

a dehydrogenation process (the second evacuation process) in which hydrogen is removed from the mixture of 
20 the powder after the diffusion heat-treatment process. 

[0013] When RFeBHx powder and diffusion powder are mixed together in a blending process, R and Fe are difficult 
to oxidize compared to a conventional RFeB powder because the RFeBHx powder contains hydrogen. For this reason, 
in the following diffusion heat-treatment process, the diffusion of Dy, Tb, Nd and Pr (R1 elements) will diffuse into the 
25 surface and the inside of the RFeBHx powder with oxidization being sufficiently inhibited. 

[0014] Furthermore, the speed of diffusion of R1 elements into the surface and the inside of the RFeBHx powder is 
enhanced by diffusion into the crystal particle boundaries and into the crystal particles, leading to uniform addition of 
R1 elements. 

[0015] An anisotropic magnet powder with a large coercivity and a consistent quality can be achieved with RFeBHx 
30 powder material that can hardly be oxidized, and diffusion of R1 elements with inhibited oxidization. A bonded magnet 
molded from the anisotropic magnet powder obtained by this method will have an improved loss of magnetization due 
to structure change. This loss of magnetization is calculated using the magnetic flux when the sample magnet is initially 
put in a magnetic field and the magnetic flux after the sample is left under air atmosphere for 1 000 hours at 1 20 °C , 
where the magnet does not recover when remagnetized. And the loss of magnetization is a comparison to the initial 
35 magnetic flux. 

[0016] Furthermore, the inventors of the present invention developed a suitable RFeBHx powder or precursory an- 
isotropic magnet powder, formanufacturing of such an anisotropic magnet powder The precursory anisotropic magnet 
powder is the RFeB hydride (RFeBHx) powder which is mainly composed of rare earth elements including yttrium (Y), 
boron (B) and iron (Fe) and is characterized by an average crystal radius ranging from 0.1-1.0 p.m. 
40 [0017] The use of the RFeBHx powder, or precursory anisotropic magnet powder, makes it easier to manufacture, 
for example, the anisotropic magnet powder stated above. 

[0018] The reasons that the range of 0.1-1 .0 jim was chosen as the average crystal radius is the difficulty to manu- 
facture RFeBHx powder whose average crystal radius is less than 0 .1 jim, and the poor coercivity of anisotropic magnet 
powder made from RFeBHx powder whose average crystal radius is greater than 1 .0 u,m. 
45 [0019] The average crystal radius was determined via TEM (transmission electron microscope). Crystal particles of 
RFeBHx powder were observed, two-dimensional image processing was carried out, equivalent cross sections of the 
area circles and crystal particles were assumed and the average radius was calculated. 

[0020] For the precursory anisotropic magnet powder and the anisotropic magnet powder described above, there 
are no particular restrictions to the particle shape or size, so both fine and coarse powders are available. When the 
50 RFeB material is in a powder state, it is not necessary to establish an additional crushing process, however if a crushing 
process is carried out, anisotropic magnet powder or precursory anitsotropic magnet powder with a narrow distribution 
of particle radius can be obtained. 

[0021] In addition, by using the anisotropic magnet powder mentioned above, a bonded magnet with an improved 
loss of magnetization due to structure change was invented, A bonded magnet is mainly composed of rare earth 
55 elements including yttrium (Y), boron (B) and iron (Fe), made of an anisotropic magnet powder whose average crystal 
radius is 0.1-1 .0 ujti, was developed with a degree of anisotropy (Br/Bs) (the ratio of the residual magnetic flux density 
(Br) to the saturation magnetic flux density (Bs)) greater than 0.75, and a loss of magnetization less than 15% due to 
structural changes. 
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[0022] Because the bonded magnet is made of an anisotropic magnet powder whose crystal particle is small with a 
high degree of anisotropy, the bonded magnet not only has greater magnetic characteristics, but also has improved 
heat-resistance for its low loss of magnetization due to structural changes, which is less than 15%. 
[0023] A bonded magnet with a loss of magnetization due to structure changes greater than 1 5% will have poor heat- 
5 resistance that is unsuitable for long-term use under high-temperature conditions. The degree of anisotropy, which is 
given by the ratio of Br to Bs, depends on the composition (volume%) of an anisotropic magnet powder. For example, 
when the anisotropic magnet powder consists of only Nd 2 Fe 14 B, an appropriate Bs is 1 .6 T, while with the addition of 
Dy, Bs is reduced to 1 .4 T due to ferromagnetism. 

[0024] The present invention consists not only of an RFeBHx powder, but also consists of the manufacturing method 
10 of the precursory anisotropic magnet powder. 

[0025] The manufacturing method of the present invention comprises the following processes; 
[0026] A low-temperature hydrogenation process in which a RFeB powder, which is mainly composed of rare earth 
elements including yttrium (Y), boron (B) and iron (Fe), is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere at a temperature 
lower than 600 °C ; 

a high-temperature hydrogenation process in which the powder is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere 
with pressure ranging from 0.1-0.6 MPa and temperature ranging from 750-850 °C ; and 

the first evacuation process in which the powder is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere with pressure 
ranging from 0.1-0.6 kPa and temperature ranging from 750-850 °C. 

20 

[0027] Following each process (low-temperature hydrogenation, high-temperature hydrogenation and the first evac- 
uation process) controlled under the proper conditions, a structure transformation in the RFeB material will occur, 
bringing about homogenized minute crystal particles and RFeBHx powder with a high degree of anisotropy. 

25 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0028] [Figure 1] Hydrogen at ion -treatment furnace that was used for the manufacturing of the precursory anisotropic 
magnet powder is schematically displayed. 

[0029] [Figure 2] Rotary retort furnace equipment that can perform a blending process of a diffusion powder, a dif- 
30 fusion heat-treatment process and a dehydrogenation process as serial processes is schematically displayed. 

[0030] [Figure 3] The EPMA observed picture of an anisotropic magnet powder surface of one of the examples in 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

35 

[Applied forms of the invention] 

[0031] Detailed explanations of the present invention will be given illustrating the applied forms of the present inven- 
tion as follows. 

40 

(1) RFeB material 



[0032] The RFeB material is mainly composed of rare earth elements (R) including Y, B and F. More concretely, the 
RFeB material is an ingot whose main phase is R 2 Fe 14 B. 

[0033] The rare earth element R, including Y, is not limited to be one type of element. It may be a combination of a 
number of rare earth elements, or one part of the main element may be replaced by other elements. 
[0034] Lanthanum (La), cerium (Ce), praseodymium (Pr), neodymium (Nd), samarium (Sm), gadolinium (Gd), terbi- 
um (Tb), dysprosium (Dy), holmium (Ho), erbium (Er), thulium (aTM element) and lutetium (Lu) are all possible elements 
for R other than Y. The use of more than one of them is favorable. 

[0035] The choice of neodymium (Nd) for R is especially desirable; yielding NdFeB material, for example Nd 2 Fe 14 B, 
which has great magnetic characteristics. Furthermore, there is a stable supply of this material. 
[0036] The desired RFeB material should be mainly composed of iron, including 11-15 at% of R and 5.5-8 at% of B. 
[0037] With less than 11 at% of R content, a a Fe phase will be deposited, causing a decline in magnetic character- 
istics, while with greater than 1 5 at% of R content, the R 2 Fe 14 B phase will decrease, also causing a decline in magnetic 
characteristics. On the other hand, with less than 5.5 at% of B content, soft magnetic R2Fe1 7 phase will be deposited 
causing a decline in magnetic characteristics, while with more than 8 at% of B content, R 2 Fe 14 B phase will decrease, 
causing a decline in magnetic characteristics. 

[0038] It is also desirable that either gallium (Ga) or niobium (Nb) is included in the RFeB material. Furthermore, a 
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compound addition of both is even more desirable. 

[0039] Ga is an efficient element for improvement of the coercivity (iHC) of an anisotropic magnet powder. Between 
0.01-2 at% of Ga content is desirable because less than 0.01 at% of Ga content does not bring about sufficient im- 
provement in coercivity, while more than 2 at% of Ga content causes a decline in coercivity. 

5 [0040] Nb is an efficient element for improvement of the residual magnetic flux density (Br). Between 0.01-1 at% of 
Nb content is desirable because less than 0.01 at% of Nb content does not bring about sufficient improvement in 
residual magnetic flux density (Br), while more than 1 at% of Nb content slows the hydrogenalion reaction in the high- 
temperature hydrogenation process. A compound addition of Ga and Nb brings about an improvement in both coercivity 
and degree of anisotropy, leading to an increase in the maximum energy product, or (BH)max. The RFeB material may 

10 also contain Co. 

[0041] Co is an efficient element for improvement of the Curie temperature of an anisotropic magnet powder; it 
becomes especially desirable with Co content less than 20 at%. 

[0042] Other than Co, the RFeB material may contain one, or more than one, of Ti, V, Zr, Ni, Cu, Al, Si, Cr, Mn, Mo, 
Hf, W, Ta and Sn. A magnet made of anisotropic magnet powder containing these elements will have an improved 
15 coercivity and squareness of the demagnetization curve. It is favorable to keep the content of these elements to less 
than 3 at% because with the increased content of these elements, a deposited phase will appear, causing a decline 
in coercivity. 

[0043] Ingot melted by various methods (high frequency melting method, nuclear melting method and so on), cast 
ingot or strips manufactured by a strip-casting method are possible examples of a RFeB material. In this case, it is 
20 desirable if the ingots or strips are crushed into a coarse or fine powder because HDDR treatment will then occur 
homogeneously. For the crushing process, it is possible to use either general hydrogen crushing or mechanical crush- 
ing. 



(2) RFeBHx powder 

25 

[0044] RFeBHx powder is a hydride powder of the abovementioned RFeB material. The hydride (RFeBHx) here 
means not only the case where hydrogen is chemically combined, but also the case where hydrogen is in a solid 
solution state. The RFeBHx powder can be obtained by, for example, using the abovementioned manufacturing proc- 
esses that includes low-temperature hydrogenation, high-temperature hydrogenation and the first evacuation process. 
30 [0045] RFeB material can be used in a powder state, and it is possible to add crushing and powdering processes at 
a suitable time during or after manufacturing of the hydride (RFeBHx). Furthermore, a powdering process can be 
combined with the blending process, as will be mentioned below. Explanation about the present invention of a manu- 
facturing method of the precursory anisotropic magnet powder (RFeBHx powder) will be presented below. 

35 Q) Low-temperature hydrogenation process 



[0046] In the low -temperature hydrogenation process hydrogen is absorbed into the RFeB material, while the material 
is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere at a temperature lowerthan 600 °C. Because of the hydrogen absorption 
into the RfeB material that occurs in this low-temperature hydrogenation process, it easier to control the rate of the 
40 order structure transformation reaction in the following high-temperature hydrogenation process. 

[0047] The temperature of atmospheric hydrogen gas was set to be lower than 600 °C because temperatures higher 
than 600 °C will induce a structure transformation in the RFeB material, causing inhomogeneity in its structure, which 
is not favorable. 

[0048] Although there are no particular restrictions on the pressure range for the atmospheric hydrogen gas, a range 
45 around 0.1 MPa may be desirable for economic reasons and also in terms of equipment. 

[0049] An atmospheric hydrogen gas pressure ranging around 0.03-0.1 MPa is also possible. With hydrogen pressure 
greater than 0.03 MPa, the time required for hydrogen absorption into the RFeB material can be shortened, and with 
the hydrogen pressure within 0.1 MPa the hydrogen absorption is even more economical. 

[0050] In addition, the gas that can be used in the process is not limited only to hydrogen gas, but it is also possible 
so to use a mixture hydrogen gas with other inactive gases. In the latter case, the hydrogen gas pressure corresponds 
to the partial pressure of hydrogen gas. This is the same f orthe high-temperature hydrogenation and the first evacuation 
process. 

(D High-temperature hydrogenation process 

55 

[0051] The high-temperature hydrogenation process occurs after the low-temperature hydrogenation process, and 
the RFeB material is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere of 0.1-0.6 MPa and a temperature ranging between 
750-850 °C. This high-temperature hydrogenation process allows the structure of the RFeB material after the low- 
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temperature hydrogenation process to decompose into three phases ( a Fe phase, RH 2 phase, Fe 2 B phase). Then 
the structure transformation reaction can proceed gently with the regulated hydrogen gas pressure, because the RFeB 
material has already contained hydrogen during the previous low-temperature hydrogenation process. 
[0052] The hydrogen gas pressure was maintained within 0.1 -0.6 MPa because hydrogen gas pressure lower than 

s 0.1 MPa, the reaction will decrease, leaving non-transformed structure and causing a decline in coercivity, whereas 
when the hydrogen gas pressure is increased beyond 0.6 MPa, the reaction rate will increase, causing a decline in 
anisotropy. The temperature of atmospheric hydrogen was maintained within 760-860 °C because at a temperature 
lower than 760 °C , there will be incomplete decomposition of the three phases, causing a decline in the coercivity 
when it is made into an anisotropic magnet powder, whereas when the temperature is increased beyond 860 °C , 

10 crystal particles will get larger and coarser, causing also a decline in the coercivity. 

(3) First evacuation process 



15 



[0053] In the first evacuation process, which occurs after the high-temperature hydrogenation process, the RFeB 
material is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere with a pressure ranging from 0.1-0.6 kPa at a temperature 
ranging from 750-850 °C. Through this process, the hydrogen is removed from the RH 2 phase of the three abovemen- 
tioned decomposed phases, leading to the polycrystalline recombined hydride (RfeBHx) in which each crystal has a 
crystal orientation aligned to the direction of the former Fe 2 B phase. 

[0054] The hydrogen gas pressure was modulated within 0.1-0.6 MPa because with hydrogen gas pressure less 
20 than 0.1 MPa, Br will decrease and hydrogen will be completely eliminated, resulting in a loss of the oxidization-pre- 
vention effect, and when the hydrogen gas pressure is increased beyond 0.6 MPa, the reverse transformation will be 
insufficient, resulting in insufficient coercivity when it is made into an anisotropic magnet powder. 
[0055] If the high-temperature hydrogenation process stated above and the first evacuation process are operated 
at the same temperature range, the processes can be switched conveniently just by changing hydrogen pressure. 



25 



@ Powdering process 



[0056] In the powdering process, the RFeB material or the hydride of the RFeB material (RFeBHx) is crushed into 
a powder state yielding the RFeBHx powder. 
30 [0057] In this crushing process, dry or wet type crushing equipment (jaw crusher, disc mill, ball mill, vibration mill, 
etc.) can be used. 

[0058] The suitable average particle size for the RFeBHx powder is 50-200 ujti. The powder whose particle size is 
less than 50 u.m can not be obtained economically, on the other hand, the one whose particle size Is greater than 200 
u.m can not be mixed uniformly with a diffusion powder. Here the average particle sizes can be determined by putting 
35 each powder through sieves of known size. The same method of size determination is used for the diffusion powders. 

(3) Diffusion powder 

[0059] Diffusion powder is composed of a simple substance, an alloy, a compound or a hydride of one or more 

40 elements in an elemental group that includes Dy, Tb, Nd and Pr (R1 elements). 

[0060] It is more desirable when the alloy, compound or the hydride of the alloy or compound includes one or more 
elements in an elemental group which consists of 3d and 4d transition elements (TM elements), wherein R1 elements 
and TM elements are diffused uniformly on the surface and inside of the RfeBHx powder in a diffusion treatment process. 
[0061] The use of these diffusion powders, owing to the diffusion of R1 andTM elements, makes it possible to obtain 

45 a magnet with a greater coercivity and a lower loss of magnetization due to structure changes. While 3d and 4d transition 
elements correspond to the elements whose atomic numbers are from 2(Sc)-29(Cu) and 39(Y)-47(Ag) respectively, 
the group 8 elements Fe, Co and Ni are most efficient for the development of magnetic characteristics. 
[0062] It is also possible to use a powder composed of a R1 elemental simple substance, an alloy, a compound or 
a hydride of one of the previous and a powder composed of aTM elemental simple substance, an alloy, a compound 

50 or a hydride of the previous that are independently prepared, mixed and then added. All of the compounds mentioned 
above may include metal compounds. The hydride may also include hydrogen in a solid solution state. 
[0063] It is desirable if the diffusion powder is any of, dysprosium hydride powder, dysprosium-cobalt powder, neo- 
dymium hydride powder or neodymium-cobalt powder. Especially, the use of Dy or Nd as a R1 element brings about 
a high coercivity in the manufactured anisotropic magnet powder. In addition, the inclusion of Co as a TM element 

55 brings about an improvement of the Curie temperature of the manufactured anisotropic magnet powder. 

[0064] The desired average particle size for the diffusion powder is 0.1 -500 u.m because while it is difficult to obtain 
diffusion powder whose average particle size less than 0. 1 ujti, the diffusion powder whose average particle size greater 
than 500 u.m is difficult to uniformly blend with the abovementioned RFeBHx powder. The powder whose average 
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particle size is around 1-50 u,m is especially desirable to achieve uniform blending with the RFeBHx powder. 
[0065] A diffusion powder can be obtained through ordinary hydrogen crushing or dry or wet type mechanical crushing 
(jaw crusher, disc mill, ball mill, vibration mill , jet mill, etc.) of an R1 elemental simple substance, an alloy, or a compound. 
Of these methods, hydrogen crushing is the most efficient. It is especially desirable when the diffusion powder is a 
5 hydride powder because the hydride is automatically obtained when crushing an R1 elemental simple substance, an 
alloy, or a compound. 

(4) Blending process 

10 [0066] In the blending process the RFeBHx powder and a diffusion powder are mixed together. 

[0067] For this blending process, a Henshall mixer, rocking mixer, ball mixer, or the like may be used. 
[0068] To get a uniformed mixture of anisotropic magnet material and diffusion powder, crushing and classification 
of the mixture powder should be carried out as needed. This classification makes it easier to form the powder into a 
bonded magnet. And it is more desirable when the blending process is operated under oxidization-preventive atmos- 

*5 phere (for example, under inactive gas atmosphere or under vacuum), resulting in the further prevention of oxidization 
of the anisotropic magnet powder. 

[0069] A favorable blending process is one in which 0.1 -3.0 mol% of a diffusion powder is blended where the whole 
mixture powder is 100 mol%. Through an appropriate mixture ratio, an anisotropic magnet powder with a great coer- 
civity, high degree of an anisotropy and a greatly improved loss of magnetization due to structure changes can be 
20 achieved. 

(5) Diffusion heat treatment process 

[0070] In the diffusion heat treatment process, R1 elements and TM elements are diffused uniformly on the surface 
25 and inside of the RFeBHx powder, where the R1 elements work as an oxygen getter, preventing the anisotropic magnet 
powder or the magnet made of the powder from being oxidized. As a result, even when the magnet is used under high 
temperatures, deterioration of the performance of the magnet can be efficiently restrained or prevented. 
[0071] The diffusion heat treatment process should be operated under oxidization-preventive atmosphere (for ex- 
ample, under vacuum) and at temperatures ranging from 400-900 °C. When the temperature is lowered under 400 °C 
30 the diffusion rates of R1 and TM elements will decrease, whereas increasing temperature above 900 °C will cause the 
crystal particles to grow larger and rougher. 

(6) Dehydrogenation process (the second evacuation process) 

35 [0072] In the dehydrogenation process, which occurs after the diffusion heat treatment process, hydrogen is elimi- 
nated from the mixture powder. It is desirable when this process is operated at 750-850 °C under vacuum with pressure 
less than 1 Pa. 

[0073] When the temperature is lowered under 750 °C the speed of elimination of remaining hydrogen will decrease, 
whereas increasing temperature beyond 850 °C will cause the crystal particles to grow larger and rougher. If the dif- 
fusion heat treatment process stated above and the dehydrogenation process are operated at the same range of 
temperature, a smooth transition can be made between the two processes. The pressure should be kept lower than 1 
Pa because any greater pressure will result in remaining hydrogen, causing a decline in coercivity of the anisotropic 
magnet powder. Furthermore, a drastic cooling process is favorable following the dehydrogenation process to prevent 
crystal particle growth. 

45 

(7) Others 

[0074] Making use of the anisotropic magnet powder mentioned above, a sintered magnet or a bonded magnet can 
be produced. In particular bonded magnets can be formed by addition of a thermo-setting resin, a thermo-plastic resin, 
50 a coupling agent or a lubricant to the anisotropic magnet powder, followed by mixing and blending, and finally by 
compression, extrusion or injection molding. 

[Examples of the applied forms] 

55 [0075] More concrete explanations of the present invention will be given illustrating the applied forms of the invention 
as follows. 

[0076] A precursory anisotropic magnet powder, an anisotropic magnet powder and a bonded magnet, which are 
examples of the applied forms of the invention (Sample No. 1-1 - 5-3), were manufactured as follows. 
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[Example 1] (Sample No. 1-1 ~ 1-4) 

(1) Manufacturing of the precursory anisotropic magnet powder 

5 © RFeB material (sample material A) 

[0077] Material alloy and material elements were measured to have composition A as shown in Table 1 , then melted 
in high frequency melting furnace to manufacture 100 kg of ingot. In Table 1 , compositions of each element are rep- 
resented by at% where the total is 100 at%. The ingot alloy was heat-treated under Ar gas atmosphere at 1140 °C for 
10 40 hours to unify its structure. Then, sample material (the RFeB material) was prepared by roughly crushing the unified 
ingot alloy via jaw crusher to an average particle size less than 10 mm. 

© Low-temperature hydrogenation process 

15 [0078] 10 kg of the roughly crushed RFeB material was put into a low-temperature hydrogen treatment chamber in 
a hydrogen-treatment furnace, sealed and then maintained under low-temperature hydrogenation conditions, which 
are room temperature at 0.1 MPa for one hour (these conditions are common for all the other low-temperature hydro- 
genation processes). Here, the low-temperature hydrogen treatment chamber was evacuated before the introduction 
of hydrogen. 

20 

(3) High-temperature hydrogenation process 

[0079] Following the low-temperature hydrogenation process, the hydrogen-absorbed coarse powder is transferred 
from a low-temperature hydrogen treatment chamber to high-temperature hydrogen treatment chamber, without ex- 
25 posing it to the air, and then maintained under high-temperature hydrogenation conditions as shown in Table 2. The 
high-temperature hydrogen treatment room is equipped with hydrogen gas supply and evacuation parts (for the first 
and the second evacuation systems), a heater and a heat-compensation (heat balance) mechanism. By employing 
these, and adjusting the hydrogen gas atmosphere, the reaction rate of an ordered structure transformation was con- 
trolled. 

30 

@ The first evacuation process 

[0080] Following the high-temperature hydrogenation process, hydrogen an other gasses were evacuated from the 
high-temperature hydrogen treatment chamber through the first evacuation system, then the powder was maintained 
35 under the evacuation conditions as shown in Table 2. By the use of a flow-rate-adjusting valve (mass flow meter) and 
the heater, the hydrogen atmosphere was regulated, and the reaction rate of the reverse structure transformation was 
controlled. Then, the material was transferred to a cooling chamber and cooled before being taken out. 
[0081] Thus the hydride of sample material A was manufactured into the RFeBHx powder, which is the precursory 
anisotropic magnet powder. 

to [0082] The particle size of the obtained RFeBHx powder was about 30 u,m — 1 mm although a dependency on the 
materials used was seen. 

(2) Manufacturing of an anisotropic magnet powder 
45 (J) Blending process 

[0083] The diffusion powder shown in Table 2 (an average particle size: 5 u.m) was added to the obtained RFeBHx 
powder, and blended under the conditions shown in the same table. The additive ratio of the diffusion powder in Table 
2 represents the molar ratio of the diffusion powder to that of the sum of RFeBHx and the diffusion powders. Here r 
50 Dy (Nd) 70Co30 J shown in Table 2 means that the diffusion powder is composed of 70 at% of Dy (Nd) and 30 at% of 
Co (and similarly for others shown). 

[0084] The diffusion powder used here was obtained from an ingot manufactured through the same melting method 
as the RFeB material mentioned above. 

55 (g) Diffusion heat-treatment process 

[0085] After the blending process, a diffusion heat-treatment process was carried out under higher vacuum than 1 0' 2 
Pa and under the heat-treatment conditions shown in Table 2. 
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(§) Dehydrogenation process (the second evacuation process) 



[0086] Following the diffusion heat-treatment process, a further vacuum evacuation process was carried out. And 
with its final vacuum pressure of the degree of 1 0" 4 Pa, the dehydrogenation process shown in Table 2 was conducted 
5 to sufficiently remove the remaining hydrogen from (Dy) Nd 2 Fe 14 BHx. 

[0087] In addition, upon a drastic cooling of the achieved sample material after the dehydrogenation process, an 
anisotropic magnet powder was obtained. 

[Example 2] (Sample No. 2-1) 

10 

[0088] A sample material was prepared, manufacturing a strip that has the same composition as example 1 through 
a strip-casting method. To this sample material the same series of processes as described in example 1 were employed 
under the conditions shown in Table 2 to manufacture an anisotropic magnet powder. 

15 [Example 3] (Sample No. 3-1 - 3-3) 

[0089] The RFeB material that has composition B in Table 1 was used as a sample material. An anisotropic magnet 
powder was manufactured based on the conditions shown in Table 2, in the same manner as that of example 1. 

20 [Example 4] (Sample No. 4-1 - 4-3) 

[0090] The RFeB material that has composition C in Table 1 was used as a sample material. An anisotropic magnet 
powder was manufactured based on the conditions shown in Table 2, in the same manner as that of example 1 . Because 
composition C includes Co, the Curie temperature increased, for example, to 350 °C when sample No. 4-1 was meas- 
25 ured via VSM (vibrating Sample Magnetometer). 

[0091] For a comparison of the examples of the applied forms of the present invention, sample materials that corre- 
spond to each of comparative examples 1 — 5 were manufactured in the same manner as that of example 1 as follows. 
However, some of the treatment conditions are slightly different between example 1 and each of comparative examples. 

30 (Comparative example 1) (Sample No. C-1) 

[0092] An anisotropic magnet powder was manufactured by applying a low-temperature hydrogenation, a high-tem- 
perature hydrogenation, the first evacuation and a dehydrogenation process to the RFeB material sample material 
under the conditions shown in Table 3, however unlike the case of example 1 , there was no addition and blending of 
35 a diffusion powder. 

(Comparative example 1) (Sample No. C-2) 

[0093] Unlike in example 1 , the additive ratio of the diffusion powder was 4 mol% which exceeds 3 mol%. In all other 
40 ways, the same conditions as the case of example 1 were applied. 

(Comparative example 3) (Sample No. C-3) 

[0094] Compared to the example 1 , atmospheric temperature for the diffusion heat-treatment process and the de- 
45 hydrogenation process was lowered to 350 °C and 700 °C respectively. 

(Comparative example 4) (Sample No. C-4) 

[0095] Compared to example 1 , atmospheric temperature for the diffusion heat-treatment process and the dehydro- 
50 genation process was increased to 950 °C and 900 °C respectively. 

(Comparative example 5) (Sample No. C-5) 

[0096] A different starting material from that of example 1 was used to manufacture an anisotropic magnet powder. 
55 The starting material (powder) was prepared by applying each of low-temperature hydrogenation, a high-temperature 
hydrogenation, the first evacuation and a dehydrogenation processes under the conditions shown in Table 3 to the 
RFeB material that has the same composition as that of example 1 . In this case the starting material is not a powder 
with minute crystal particles that contains a hydride, but is a powder with minute crystal particles that contains no 
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hydride. An anisotropic magnet powder was manufactured by adding the same diffusion powder as in example 1 (Sam- 
ple No. 1-1) under the conditions shown in Table 3, and applying each of a blending and a diffusion heat-treatment 
process to this material powder. 

5 (Comparative example 6) (Sample No. C-6) 

[0097] Unlike the case of other examples, Dy was initially added to the RFeB material, and an ingot that has com- 
position D in Table 1 was manufactured. And the powder obtained from the ingot was used as a precursory powder. 
Applying each of a high-temperature hydrogenation, the first evacuation and a dehydrogenation processes (the second 
10 evacuation process), an anisotropic magnet powder was manufactured. 

(Comparative example 7) (Sample No. C-7) 

[0098] Modifying composition D in comparative example 6 to composition E in Table 1 , an anisotropic magnet powder 
15 was manufactured in the same manner that in comparative example 6. 

(Bonded magnet) 

[0099] Bonded magnets were manufactured from anisotropic magnet powder obtained in each of the examples and 
20 comparative examples. Each of the anisotropic magnet powders were heat-formed under a magnetic field of 1200 kA/ 
m into 7 mm square bonded magnets and then magnetized in a magnetic field of approximately 3600 kA/m (45 kOe). 
[0100] Solid epoxy resin of 3 mass % was added to each of the anisotropic magnet powders, and the combination 
was mixed. 

25 (Characterization) 

(1) Measurement 
[0101] 

30 

© Maximum energy products (BH)max, residual magnetic flux density Br, coercivity iHc, and degree of anisotropy 
Br/Bs for each of abovementioned examples and comparative examples at room temperature are indicated in 
Table 4. These magnetic characteristics were determined via VSM measurement for each kind of anisotropic mag- 
net powder sieved to 75 ~ 105 u,m. Here the inventors assumed Bs was equal to 1 .6 T for the case of comparative 
35 example 1 where no diffusion powder was added, and assumed Bs was equal to 1 .4 T for all other cases. 

© The losses of magnetization due to structu re changes for the bonded magnets made from each of the anisotropic 
magnet powders were determined. First, (the initial) magnetic flux (residual magnetic flux density) was measured 
upon about 3600 kA/m magnetization, then measured again upon remagnetization after keeping it at 120 °C in a 
40 high temperature bath for 1000 hours. Loss of magnetization due to structure changes were determined using 

both of the values. 

[01 02] The observed EPM A (Electron Probe Micro-Analyzer) image for the anisotropic magnet powder in an example 
1 (Sample No. 1-1 : Table 2) is shown in Figure 3. In Figure 3, Dy analysis results in the powder (the measured particle 
45 size is 75-106 urn) are indicated. The powder was embedded in resin and given a mirror-surface polishing before 
observation was carried out. 

(2) Results 
[0103] 

© As indicated in Table 4, the anisotropic magnet powder for any of the examples has a sufficiently high degree 
of anisotropy (or a residual magnetic flux density Br) as well as coercivity iHc. It is also shown that a bonded magnet 
made of any of the anisotropic magnet powder has a sufficiently low loss of magnetization due to structural changes. 

@ On the other hand, in comparative example 1 , where no diffusion powder was been added, the anisotropic 
magnet powder did not achieve sufficient coercivity iHc and its loss of magnetization due to structural changes 
was quite large. 



50 



55 



10 



9NSDOCID: <EP 1 191553A2_I_> 



EP 1 191 553 A2 

In a comparative example 2, although both the coercivity of the anisotropic magnet powder and the loss of 
magnetization due to structural changes of the bonded magnet were favorable, the degree of anisotropy decreased 
due to the excessive addition of diffusion powder, preventing the coercivity and the degree of anisotropy from being 
optimized at the same time. In comparative examples 2 and 3, unsuitable temperature conditions in the diffusion 

5 heat treatment and the dehydrogenation processes caused the powder to have a seriously poor coercivity and a 

high loss of magnetization due to structural changes when the powder was made into a bonded magnet. In com- 
parative example 4, the coercivity in the anisotropic magnet powder was so poor that a bonded magnet was not 
manufactured from this powder. 

In comparative example 5, where dehydrogenated powder was used as a starting material, oxidization was 

10 not inhibited sufficiently while blending the diffusion powder or during diffusion. For this reason, even in the same 

lot of anisotropic magnet powder, there was a significant difference in the magnetic characteristics between the 
powder located at the top and at the bottom positions. In Table 4, magnetic characteristics of the powder located 
at the top and at the bottom positions are indicated independently. The anisotropic magnet powder located at the 
bottom showed a knee on its magnetization curve, implying that partial oxidization had occurred. This decline in 

15 its coercivity might be attributed to oxygen gas absorption on the surface of the anisotropic magnet powder and 

reaction with the powder, oxidizing the rare earth elements. As a result, it turned out that the addition of a diffusion 
powder after the dehydrogenation process followed by blending and diffusion heat treatment cannot prevent oxi- 
dization, and that it is impossible to obtain an anisotropic magnet powder of constant quality with this method. 
In comparative example 5, because Dy had been initially included in the RFeB material and a moderate HDDR 

20 treatment was operated under the conditions shown in Table 3, while its coercivity itself was satisfactory, the mag- 

netic powder became isotropic causing a serious decline in its Br and (BH)max. 

In comparative example 7, with a less amount of Dy additive compared to comparative example 6, its Br and 
(BH)max values were both satisfactory, but its coercivity was not large enough and its loss of magnetization due 
to structural changes was also extremely poor. 

25 

(3) It can be seen from the EPMA image in Figure 3 that Dy, which belongs to the R1 elements, is uniformly diffused 
on the surface and the inside of the anisotropic magnet powder. 

An explanation about the case where the anisotropic magnet powder was manufactured using the machine 
displayed in Figure 2 (example 5) will be given below. 

30 

[Example 5] (Sample No. 2-1) 

[0104] Using a sample material made from the strip described in example 2, employing the same processes as in 
example 1 under the conditions shown in Table 2, a precursory anisotropic magnet powder (RFeBHx powder) was 
35 manufactured. Then the RFeBHx powder was recovered in a hopper of the equipment displayed in Figure 2 (rotary 
retort furnace equipment) and each of a blending process, a diffusion heat-treatment process and a dehydrogenation 
process was performed in turn under the conditions shown in Table 2. 

[0105] The rotary retort furnace equipment consists of a hopper from which a material powder is put and recovered 
(as shown in Figure 2), a rotary retort with one end connected to the hopper and that can rotate via a motor (not shown 

40 in figure), a rotary joint connected to a vacuum pump, which supports the other end of the rotary retort, and a heater 
that heats the rotary retort. The rotary retort is equipped in its center with a rotary furnace that can hold a material 
powder and it consists of a material pipe that connects one end of the rotating furnace with the hopper and an exhaust 
pipe that connects the other end of the rotating furnace with the rotary joint. All of these can rotate as one where 
insertion and evacuation of the material powder are performed through the material pipe and evacuation in the rotary 

45 furnace is performed by a vacuum pump through the exhaust pipe. Although it is not shown in figure, a driving motor 
of the rotary retort, a heater and a vacuum pump are available for each process under fixed conditions controlled by 
equipment that consists of computers and the like. 
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[01 06] This invention aims to provide a manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder from which a bonded 
magnet with an improved loss of magnetization due to structural changes can be achieved. This is achieved by em- 
ploying a low-temperature hydrogenation process, high-temperature hydrogenation process and the first evacuation 
process to an RFeB material (R: rare earth element) to manufacture a hydride powder (RFeBHx); the obtained RFeBHx 
powder (the precursory anisotropic magnet powder) is subsequently blended with a diffusion powder composed of 
hydride of dysprosium or the like and a diffusion heat-trealment process and a dehydrogenation process are employed. 
Through this series of processes, an anisotropic magnet powder with a great coercivity and a great degree of anisoLropy 
can be achieved. 



Claims 

1. A manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder comprising the following processes; 

A blending process of RFeB hydride (RFeBHx) powder, which is mainly composed of rare earth elements 
including yttrium (Y) (hereafter referred to as "R"), boron (B) and iron (Fe), with diffusion powder that is com- 
posed of a simple substance, an alloy, a compound or a hydride of one or more elements in a elemental group 
which includes dysprosium (Dy), terbium (Tb), neodymium (Nd) and praseodymium (Pr) [hereafter referred to 
as "R1 elements"]; 

a diffusion heat-treatment process in which R1 elements are diffused uniformly on the surface and inside of 
the RFeBHx powder; and 

a dehydrogenation process (the second evacuation process) in which hydrogen is removed from the mixture 
of the powder after the diffusion heat-treatment process. 

2. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 1 wherein an alloy or compound 
of R1 elements stated above or their hydride (alloy, compound) comprises one or more elements in an elemental 
group which consists of 3d and 4d transition elements (hereafter referred to as "TM elements"), and wherein R1 
elements and TM elements are diffused uniformly on the surface and inside of the RfeBHx powder in a diffusion 
heat-treatment process. 

3. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 1 wherein the RFeBHx powder is 
manufactured applying a low-temperature hydrogenation process in which the abovementioned RFeB material is 
maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere at a temperature lower than 600 °C , a high-temperature hydrogen- 
ation process in which the RFeB material is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere with hydrogen gas pres- 
sure of 0.1-0.6 MPa at a temperature between 750-850 °C and the first evacuation process in which the RFeB 
material is maintained under hydrogen gas atmosphere with hydrogen pressure of 0.1-6.0 MPa at a temperature 
between 750-850 °C . 

4. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 1 and 2 wherein the diffusion 
powder is any of a dysprosium hydride powder, a dysprosium-cobalt powder, a neodymium hydride powder or a 
neodymium-cobalt powder. 

5. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 1 wherein 0.1-3.0 mol% of a dif- 
fusion powder is blended with the entire mixture powder of 100 mol% in the blending process. 

6. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claims 1 and 2 wherein the abovemen- 
tioned diffusion heat-treatment process is operated under oxidization-preventive atmosphere at a temperature 
between 400-900 °C. 

7. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 1 wherein the abovementioned 
dehydrogenation process is operated at 750-850°C under vacuum with pressure less than 1 Pa. 

8. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 1 wherein the abovementioned 
RFeB material is mainly composed of iron, and including 11-15 at% of R and 55-8 at% of B. 

9. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claim 8 wherein the abovementioned R 
is neodymium (Nd). 
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10. The manufacturing method of an anisotropic magnet powder described in claims 1 wherein the abovementioned 
RFeB material contains either gallium (Ga) or niobium (Nb), or both. 

11. The precursory anisotropic magnet powder that is a RFeB hydride (RFeBHx) powder which is mainly composed 
of rare earth elements including yttrium (Y), boron (B) and iron (Fe) f and is characterized with an average crystal 
radius ranging from 0.1-1 .0 u,m. 



12. The bonded magnet whose loss of magnetization due to structure change is less than 1 5%, made of an anisotropic 
magnet powder comprising rare earth elements including yttrium (Y), boron(B) and iron (Fe), with a degree of 
anisotropy (Br/Bs), which is given by the ratio of the residual magnetic flux density (Br) to the saturation magnetic 
flux density (Bs), greater than 0.75, and with an average crystal radius between 0.1-1.0 pjn. 
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sium or the li'ke and a diffusion heat-treatment process 
and a dehydrogenation process are employed. Through 
this series of processes, an anisotropic magnet powder 
with a great coercivity and a great degree of anisotropy 
can be achieved. 
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